August 18th, 2002
Hi Gavin

As your float is about to begin, I am not sure which address to use. But your normal address should be OK for this week. I will also send it via e-mail, just in case.


The big ‘bubble’ of work I have been doing is just about over. Although I am still very busy, I did not do any late night work in the past week. I would work until about 7 pm or 7:30 pm. When the bubble has really gone, I will be able to knock off at about 5 pm. Then I will know that I am back to normal. I met with the HK Chemistry book publisher on Friday morning. As I had to sign new contracts for the books, the boss came along too. I have suggested the title of “CHEM QUEST” for the new book. (“Quest” means ‘search’ and in the new course, students have to do search and practical investigative activities. Also, ‘Quest’ is part of the word ‘Question’ and questioning is an important part of Science.) What do you think of the title? The boss is not so happy as it does not have a good Chinese equivalent for the Chinese version of the book.

After the meeting, the boss took the group at a Chinese restaurant in the other building for a dim sum lunch. At the lunch he mentioned that he was trying to sell my present Chemistry books to some schools in Shanghai. In China, there are a number of ‘independent’ schools that have a lot of freedom in what they can do. These schools, I think, are for the wealthier and cleverer section of the community. China has a ‘3 years junior + 3 years senior’ secondary system (compared with the 3 + 2 + 2 system we are familiar with). In the 4th and 5th years some of these schools are going to use English for some subjects including Science subjects. But in the final, 6th year, they will concentrate on using Chinese as the public examinations are only in Chinese. Well, the publisher explained to them that the English used in books written in HK is probably more suitable that in books from the UK and the US. If the contract is signed, it will be between the schools and the publisher and not me. Also there will not be that many books sold, do I won’t get much out of it. Still, I will be quite pleased if the book is to be used in China. 


Later the same afternoon, following the restaurant lunch, I lost most of the lunch as diarrhoea! I seem to have a problem with this. Many of the times I eat out, I seem to get bad stomach pains and diarrhoea. It never happens normally when cooking and eating here. This means there is either something wrong with the outside food or my stomach, or both. But I wonder if other people have the same problem after eating out. Probably not! 

Picked up my new passport the other day. The photo in it is certainly better than the one in the old passport. It was taken by a photographer at the Faculty of Education at CUHK a couple of years ago when they needed them for some reason. The photo in the old passport came from one of those public photograph machines. Just to go over to Wanchai to collect the passport and come back took the whole morning! 

Did I mention that some Falung Gung members staged a silent, peaceful protest a few weeks ago on the footpath outside the Chinese Liason Office (I think that is it’s name – a sort of Chinese Embassy). Well, they were arrested and charged with obstruction. This past week they were found guilty and fined up to $4000. A lot of people think that the case was politically motivated! And ‘obstruction’ seemed difficult to justify as they did not occupy all the footpath and caused no problems for others using the footpath. However, the government nailed them using a special law on obstruction designed to control illegal hawkers. The court decision will sends a clear message that these kinds of protests will not be tolerated. 

There was another example the other day of a little loss of freedom in HK. A reporter from the Metro radio station was sacked, it is claimed, for his comments on Falung Gung and the lack of popularity of the Chief Executive. It is probably no coincidence that the station is owned by Li Ka Shing, who is no friend of journalists and freedoms, but is a close friend of the Chief Executive. The official reason for his dismissal was ‘economic’ but as he was the only one dismissed, no-one buys that. 

About court cases, there was a case of an overseas jockey charged with not running his horse as well as he could. His lawyer asked how it was possible to judge this and suggested that perhaps the horse itself should be questioned! 

A new MTR line was officially opened this morning by the CE. The line is from Tseung Kwn O (near Kwun Tong) to HK side. It has been is service for some weeks already. There have been complaints about the doors closing. Sometimes fingers got trapped but the doors would not open until the train arrived at the next station. No fingers were injured though.

The final game of the tri-nations Rugby series was played yesterday. South Africa just beat Australia 33-31 in South Africa with a last second converted try after a few minutes of extra time. This means that NZ won the series this year. The referee who was injured by the spectator in last week’s game between SA and NZ has said he is going to sue the chap.

With a bit of luck, I may be off on my annual holiday in a week or so. Thought I would try Spain this year, as I have never been there before. But it has not been possible to get a (cheaper) ticket. By the time I get around to planning something, all these tickets have gone and I have to wait until last-minute cancellations come in. So I will have to wait a few more days to find out. If I get a ticket, I should leave about the 26th of August. That means that before I get back you will be on float. So, if possible, you can send me e-mails.

I guess that’s just about it for now. Thinking of you especially as you are preparing for your deployment. Saw on TV a marine ship like yours that has gone to Kuwait or Qatar. Also saw satellite photos of the extension of a runway and big ‘stealth’ type jet fighter bunkers at an airfield in Qatar. Part of the military build-up in the area. 

Cheers,

Dad
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